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colours
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shape
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slim boys medium boys chonky boys rectangular boys

diamond boys

skinny boys
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patterns
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a lot of 
pattern

little to 
no pattern

abstract 
patterns

simple 
patterns
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grammar of the set
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Main drawing of fish in the middle

Mostly painted in watercolour, flat, with emphasis 
on details but not realism

Mostly in landscape format, to accommodate shape 
of fish

Titles, annotations, and taxonomic classification 
around the fish, all in different handwriting

Rarely mentions the common name

Unfinished seeming painting

Pencil

On informal paper

Just recording the fish quickly, not explaining their relevance to either scientists or laymen.

Illegible writing

Different sized paper

Multiple authors

Writing 
everywhere
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Lines around the drawing

Annotations at the bottom 

Title at top left

Number, some sort of classification, at 
top right

Main drawing of fish in the middle

Mostly painted in watercolour, flat, with emphasis 
on details but not realism

Mostly in landscape format, to accommodate shape 
of fish

Titles, annotations, and taxonomic classification 
around the fish, all in different handwriting

Rarely mentions the common name

Scientific plates are different, more academically collated, accepted, and distributed.
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A lot of colour based 
descriptions

“Espece Nouvelle” 
New species, typically named 

after the place they were found

Writing in pen on top seems to 
be taxonomic classification

Mentions of features like vents, 
fin count, etc

Mostly in French or Spanish

Talking about where they were 
found: location, type of 

environment
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brazilian taxonomic 
catalogue
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This is how Fauna is catalogued in Brazil. 
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Scientifi


fi
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all the fish are similar
Thus I should narrow the set and keep my favourites 

How would they be classified 
according to science
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Although the fish are similar, they’re very diverse. They are all freshwater fish. 
This selection is entirely based off my crude simplification of the wide variety of Brazilian 
freshwater fish.
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Animalia--Ophidiidae--Lepophidium 
brevibarbe 

 
Blackedge cusk eel 

Gadoid fish

Animalia--Chordata--Actinopterygii 
 

Gardinho? 

Animalia--Chordata--Actinopterygii 
 

Gardinho redondo? 

Animalia--Characidae--Leporinus 
 

Leporinus

Fish are scientifically classified under Kingdom Animalia and Phylum Chordata 
(vertebrates), primarily divided into three main classes based on their skeletal 
structure: Agnatha (jawless fish), Chondrichthyes (cartilaginous fish like sharks), 
and Osteichthyes (bony fish, further split into ray-finned and lobe-finned fish). 
They represent a diverse, paraphyletic group.  
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Animalia--Muraenidae--Gymnothorax--
Gymnothorax ocellatus 

 
Caribbean ocellated moray eel

Animalia--Monacanthidae--
Monacanthus 

 
Leatherjacket

Animalia--Tetraodontidae--
Tetraodon 

 
Pufferfish

Animalia--Cichlidae--Geophagus 
brasiliensis (cf.) 

 
Pearl cichlid
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Animalia--Tetraodontidae--Tetraodon--
Tetraodon spengleri 

 
Pufferfish

Animalia--Ephippidae--Ephippus--
Ephippus faber 

 
Atlantic spadefish

Animalia--Pleuronectidae--Platessa 
 

Flounder

Animalia--Pleuronectidae--Plagusia 
 

Flounder
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Animalia--Pleuronectidae--Achirus--
Achirus mollis 

 
Lined sole

Animalia--Gobiidae--Gobius--
Gobius lanceolatus 

 
Goby

Animalia--Gobiidae--Gobius 
 

Goby

Animalia—Labridae--Julis 
 

Rainbowfish
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Animalia--Labridae--Halichoeres 
 

Wrasse

Animalia--Ogcocephalidae----
Ogcocephalus vespertilio 

 
Longnose batfish

Animalia--Pomacentridae--
Glyphisodon--Glyphisodon azurinus 

 
Damselfish

Animalia 
 

Yutahy
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Animalia--Apistogramma agassizi 
(Steindachner 1875) 

 
Coutinhoa gratiosa / Agassiz’s Dwarf 

Cichlid

Animalia--Cichlidae--Biotodoma 
cupido 

 
Cupid cichlid

Animalia--Cichlidae--Crenicichla 
marmorata (cf.) 

 
Jacunda / Pike cichlid

Animalia--Cichlidae--Aequidens 
tetramerus (Heckel 1840) 

 
Acara (do igarape) / Blue-scale flag 

cichlid
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Animalia--Loricariidae--Pogonopoma 
parahybae (Steindachner 1877) 

 
Rhinelepis / Suckermouth armored 

catfish?

Animalia--Loricariidae--Loricaria 
 

Suckermouth armored catfish?

Animalia--Auchenipteridae--
Ageneiosus 

 
Catfish?

Animalia--Cichlidae--Cichla 
monoculus (Spix & Agassiz 1831) 

 
Tucunare / Peacock bass
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Animalia--Notemigonus chrysoleucas 
 

Golden shiner

Animalia--Cichlidae--Uaru 
amphiacanthoides (Heckel 1840) 

 
Acara bararoa / Uaru

Animalia--Cichlidae--Astronotus 
ocellatus (Agassiz 1831) 

 
Acara / Red oscar

Animalia--Cichlidae--Cichla 
 

Peacock Bass
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Animalia--Cichlidae--Cichla monoculus 
(Spix & Agassiz 1831) 

 
Tucunare assu / Peacock bass

Animalia--Carangidae 
 

Scomberoides / Queenfish?

Animalia--Echeneidae--Remora 
brachyptera 

 
Spearfish remora

Animalia--Characidae--Mylossoma 
aureum (Spix & Agassiz 1829) 

 
Hard-bellied silver dollar
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Animalia--Holocentridae 
 

Spinycheek soldierfish

Animalia--Cichlidae--Satanoperca 
lilith (Kullander & Ferreira 1988) 

 
Eartheater

Animalia--Pimelodidae--
Phractocephalus hemioliopterus 

(Bloch & Schneider 1801) 
 

Pirarara / Redtail catfish

Animalia--Cichlidae--Cichla 
monoculus (Spix & Agassiz 1831) 

 
Tucunare / Peacock bass
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Animalia 
 

[Unknown]

Animalia--Doradidae--Anadoras 
grypus (Cope 1872) 

 
Catfish

Animalia--Bagre marinus 
 

Gafftopsail sea catfish

Animalia--Piaractus brachypomus 
(Cuvier 1818) 

 
Pirapitinga / Red-bellied pacu
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Catfish Peacock bassCichlidae
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Gobidae ActinopterygiiCaringdae
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Characidae PleuronectidaeOphidiidae
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foucault borges
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Borges’ classifies animals from a fictional “Chinese Encyclopedia”, which Foucault first mocks, 
then reflects on. According to him, order is taken-for-granted knowledge. What we take to be 
natural ways of organizing the world are actually products of historical systems of thought. By 
exposing these hidden structures, Foucault aims to show that knowledge is not timeless or 
universal but shaped by shifting cultural orders. 

I want to reclassify the fish by this strange system.

SCIENTIFIC CLASSIFICATION IS ARBITRARY BY DEFAULT. SO WHY NOT BREAK SCIENCE!
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Those that belong to the 
emperor

Those that have just broken a 
flower vase

Those that from a long 
way off look like flies
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Those that tremble as if they 
were mad

Stray dogsFabulous ones
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1. How are the fish previously categorised and how I can change 
this to create new meaning?  

2. How can I redefine the set to prove Agassiz’s Creationist theory? 

After the feedback on my experimentation with cataloguing and further research, I developed these lines of enquiry. These were critical as it focused how I viewed the 
set, and narrowed down what I wanted to achieve from re-cataloguing this set.

inquiry
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Next steps: 
Re-catalgoue with names, stories about the fish, emotions 

based on what I as a layman understand it to be 
(Break a marine biologist’s interpretation of these fish)


