Foucault’s Inventory Log



Text chosen:
The Order of Things by Michel
Foucault [preface]

Reading Foucault’s preface, I
was drawn to his fascination
with systems of classification—
how knowledge organises itself,
and how those systems eventually
fracture. His reference to
Borges’ “Chinese encyclopedia”
exposes the instability hidden
within all forms of order, the
point where logic turns absurd.
This became the starting point
for my exploration: to use
cataloguing not as a tool of
control, but as a method for
revealing failure. In response,
I developed an inventory of the
preface itself, a structured
list that documents how Foucault
constructs, questions, and
ultimately undoes the idea of
order.



ENTRY 1 / ORIGIN

Borges’ encyclopedia
Imaginary (Type B)
Diagnostic absurdity
Provokes epistemic laughter



ENTRY 2 / OBJECT

Designation........ “Man,” a recent invention in the archaeology of thought
Condition.......... Fading “1like a face drawn in sand at the edge of the sea”
Interpretation

..... A vanishing entry in the library of knowledge



ENTRY 3 / SPACE

TYPC e e ettt eeeeeeenn The table or grid, where order is materialised
Contents........... Words, species, disciplines, resemblances

Instability Index.. High — lines blur between categories

Observation........ The table is less a surface than a stage for disappearance



ENTRY 4 / TONE

Register........... Clinical, archaeological, self-erasing
Temporal Setting... Outside time, between laughter and erasure
Effect............. Authority without stability

Comment.....eeeeoe.. The voice of the archivist becomes the echo of the archive



ENTRY 5 / METHOD

Excavation rather than construction

Analogy, irony, repetition

Discovery that all systems of order are contingent fictions
Dust, laughter, and the faint trace of classification itself



Constructing this inventory
revealed that the act of
cataloguing is never neutral.
Each entry, however precise,
carries the residue of its own
perspective. Foucault’s text
became a mirror for my process:
an effort to name the mechanisms
of order while recognising that
those mechanisms will always
fail to contain meaning. The
grid, the archive, the taxonomy,
all eventually collapse into the
laughter that opens the preface.
My inventory is therefore both

a study and a performance of
instability, a way to think
about how systems of knowledge
are built and how, inevitably,
they fall apart.
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